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2016 Arthur C. Guyton Distinguished 
Lecturer 
 
 
Monika Fleshner, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Integrative Physiology 
Center for Neuroscience 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
 
 

 
Monika Fleshner is a professor in the Department of Integrative Physiology and a 
member of the Center for Neuroscience at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She is 
the director of the Stress Physiology laboratory and teaches undergraduate and graduate 
immunology.  Dr. Fleshner is the winner of the 2016 Arthur C. Guyton Distinguished 
Lectureship Award from the Association of Chairs of Departments in Physiology.   

Her integrative research program focuses on understanding 1) the impact of acute and 
chronic stressor exposure (mental and physical) on behavior, neural, hormonal and 
immunological function; 2) how such systems interact to affect the whole organism; and 3) 
the mechanisms of increased stress robustness (resistance/resilience) produced by 
exercise, prebiotics and cannabis constituents.  

She has published ~190 peer-reviewed articles and serves on the editorial boards of the 
Neurobiology of Stress, Brain, Behavior and Immunity and Frontiers in Neuroscience. 
Previously, the National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health; and 
currently Mead Johnson Nutrition and the Office of Naval Research, fund her research. 
Dr. Fleshner previously served as the Chair of the Boulder Faculty Assembly (BFA) 
Budget and Planning Committee (2014-2016), a member of the BFA Executive 
Committee (2014-2016), faculty associate for the Vice Chancellor for Research at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder (2009-2013), as President of the International Society 
for Exercise Immunology (ISEI, 2011-2013), and President (2011-2012) and 
Secretary/Treasurer (2004-2006) of the Psychoneuroimmunology Research Society 
(PNIRS).  
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Christopher Waters, Ph.D. 
Chair 
Department of Physiology 
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center  
 
 
 
 

 

Christopher Waters received his bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering from the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, his Masters degree in Biomedical Engineering 
from the University of Miami, and his Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering from Vanderbilt 
University, where he studied epidermal growth factor receptor processing and signaling.  
After a short postdoctoral fellowship at Vanderbilt, he began his faculty career at 
Northwestern University with joint appointments in the Departments of Anesthesiology 
and Biomedical Engineering.  In 1999 he moved to the Department of Physiology at the 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center where he rose through the ranks to Full 
Professor in 2006, served as Interim Chair of the department in 2006-2007, was Vice 
Chair from 2007-2016, and now again serves as Interim Chair.  He has joint appointments 
in the Departments of Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery and Biomedical Engineering.   

His research focusses on the role of mechanobiology in lung disease with a particular 
emphasis on the pathophysiology of acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and 
ventilator-induced lung injury.  His research has been supported by NIH, NSF, and other 
foundations for over 20 years.   

He serves on the editorial board for four journals, and he has served on numerous study 
sections, including NIH and the VA.  Dr. Waters has been a member of the American 
Physiological Society (APS) since he was a graduate student, and has been involved in 
the APS at many different levels.  He received the Giles F. Filley Memorial Award for 
Excellence in Respiratory Physiology and Medicine from the APS in 1998, and has served 
as the Respiration Section representative on the Joint Program Committee and on the 
Committee on Committees.  He currently serves on the editorial board for two APS 
journals, and was named a Star Reviewer in 2015.  
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Gaylen L. Edwards, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
Chair 
Department of Physiology & Pharmacology 
University of Georgia  
College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gaylen L. Edwards is the University of Georgia Athletic Association Professor of 
Veterinary Medicine and Head of the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology at the 
University of Georgia.  Dr. Edwards received his DVM and PhD from Washington State 
University and he conducted postdoctoral studies in the Cardiovascular Center at the 
University of Iowa.   

His research focuses on signaling from viscera and control of behavior, particularly 
ingestive behaviors.  He also has a strong interest in laboratory animal welfare.   

He has served as the Chair of the University of Georgia IACUC for over 15 years, he is a 
member of AAALAC Council, and is past Chair of the Animal Care and Experimentation 
Committee for the American Physiological Society.  In these roles he has significant input 
into the welfare issues pertaining to laboratory animals and how scientific research 
benefits from laboratory animals that receive appropriate care.  In addition to his roles in 
oversight of animal research, Dr. Edwards has worked with Science Policy Committees 
for both the APS and FASEB.  These large professional organizations are very active in 
advocating for science with the public and with Congressional offices in Washington, D.C.  
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Erica Wehrwein, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Physiology 
Michigan State University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Erica Wehrwein is an Assistant Professor of Physiology at Michigan State University.  
She has been involved at a remarkable level of teaching, service and mentoring with 
students at the graduate/professional, undergraduate, and K-12 levels, as well as with 
members of her community.  

She has won numerous awards for her teaching, research, and service throughout her 
career to date.   

Dr. Wehrwein serves as the Course Director and Professor for PSL 475 Capstone 
Laboratory, Chair of the departmental Undergraduate Program and Curriculum 
Committee, and is the departmental representative to the Biology Initiative Operating 
Committee that works to broadly improve science education at the university.   

She also has been active on APS committees for the past 10 years including Trainee 
Advisory Committee, Career Opportunities in Physiology Committee, Professional Skills 
Course Task Force, APS strategic planning task force, and others. Recently she co-
founded a national consortium of Physiology Undergraduate Programs called P-MIG 
(Physiology Majors Interest Group).    
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Dixon Woodbury, Ph.D.  
Chair 
Department of Physiology &  
     Developmental Biology 
Brigham Young University 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Dixon Woodbury is a neuroscientist, focusing on the proteins that direct nerve-to-nerve 
communication. His research is in cellular and molecular physiology and focuses on 
membrane biophysics, particularly synaptic vesicle fusion and the role of SNARE 
proteins.  SNARE proteins form the molecular motor that drives exocytosis in nerve cells 
and are the target of tetanus and botulinum toxin.   

Dr. Woodbury earned double bachelor’s degrees from the University of Utah in Chemistry 
and Physics, and a Ph.D. from the University of California, Irvine, in Physiology and 
Biophysics. Dr. Woodbury spent three years in post-doctoral research under Dr. Chris 
Miller in the Biochemistry Department at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts, 
and one year as a research associate at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. He 
became a faculty member at Wayne State University School of Medicine (Detroit, 
Michigan) in 1990 and was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure in 1997.  In 2001 
Dr. Woodbury moved his family to Utah and accepted an appointment in the Zoology 
Department at Brigham Young University (which became the Department of Physiology 
and Developmental Biology in 2003).  Dr. Woodbury served as associate director of the 
Neuroscience Center at BYU from 2005-2010 and was appointed chair of the Physiology 
and Developmental Biology Department within the College of Life Sciences in July 2012.  
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T. Richard Nichols, Ph.D. 
Professor 
School of Biological Sciences  
Director 
Applied Physiology PhD Program 
Georgia Tech University 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
T. Richard Nichols received his undergraduate degree at Brown University in Biology 
and his PhD in Physiology at Harvard Medical School.  Following postdoctoral work at the 
University of Alberta and Johns Hopkins University, he was appointed assistant professor 
in the Department of Kinesiology at the University of Washington.  In 1983, he rose 
through the ranks at Emory University and served as interim chair of Physiology until 
2007.  He then was appointed Professor and Chair of the School of Applied Physiology at 
Georgia Tech in 2007.  In 2016, The School of Applied Physiology was incorporated into 
the new School of Biological Sciences.  He is currently Professor and also Director of the 
Applied Physiology PhD Program.  Nichols is also a member of the primary faculty of 
Biomedical Engineering at Emory and Georgia Tech, and is Adjunct Professor in the 
Division of Physical Therapy at Emory.   

His research is focused on the role of sensory feedback from muscles on motor 
coordination and involves a combination of biomechanics and neurophysiology.  These 
studies are also being applied to understanding the effects of spinal cord and peripheral 
nerve injury and are funded by the NIH and the VA.  
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Martin Frank, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
The American Physiological Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Martin Frank received his Ph.D. in Physiology and Biophysics from the University of 
Illinois, Urbana, in 1973 working under Dr. William W. Sleator. He served as a research 
associate in the Cellular Physiology Laboratory, Michigan Cancer Foundation, Detroit, and 
in the Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing. In 1975, he joined the Department of Physiology, George Washington University 
School of Medicine, Washington, DC, as an assistant professor. From 1978-1985, he 
served as the Executive Secretary, Physiology Study Section, Division of Research 
Grants, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD.  While at NIH he set up his own 
personal professional development program, working with various directors in the NIH 
institutes.  From 1983-1985, he was a member of the Senior Executive Service Candidate 
Development Program, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. As 
part of the program, he served as a policy analyst in the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of Health, DHHS.   In 1985, Frank accepted a position as the Executive Director of the 
American Physiological Society, Bethesda, MD. 
 
The American Physiological Society is a not-for-profit association devoted to fostering 
education, scientific research, and dissemination of information in the physiological 
sciences through its meetings and publications.  The Society was founded in 1887 with 28 
members and now has over 10,500 members.  Frank manages a staff of 75 with an 
annual budget of $19 million. In 2004, Frank accepted a Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Science, Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring on behalf of the Society for its 
extensive programs to increase the diversity of the discipline.  Frank was also the 
recipient of the 2001 Distinguished Alumni Award from his academic department at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana.  In 2004, he helped found the Washington DC Principles 
Coalition for Free Access to Science, a Coalition that represents approximately 70 not-for-



profit society and university press publishers.  The Coalition believes free access to the 
scientific literature should be determined by the publishers’ business and publication 
model, not government mandates. 
 



 
  

 
 

AGENDA 
ACDP Business Meeting I 

 
(General membership) 

 
December 9, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

I. Call to order 
 

II. Approval of 2015 draft meeting minutes 
 

III. Call for names for 2017 Guyton Award Lectureship 
Submit nominations to Ed Morrison, Marlene Wilson or Charlie Wood 
 

IV. Call for names for 2017 Distinguished Service Awardee 
Submit nominations to Charlie Wood 
 

V. Call for nominations for officer positions (President, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Councilors) 
 

VI. Treasurer’s Report (Mangiarua) 
 

VII. CFAS Update (Webb/Delamere) 
 

VIII. 2016 David S. Bruce Awards for Excellence in Undergraduate Research – supported 
in part by ACDP (3-year agreement for 2016-2018) 
 

IX. New Business 
 
 

 
 
 











 

Association of Chairs of Departments of Physiology 
Arthur C. Guyton Distinguished Lectureship Award 

 

 

The Arthur C. Guyton Distinguished Lectureship Award was instituted in 2006 to recognize outstanding 
and cutting edge research in physiology or related areas. Awardees are invited to attend the ACDP fall 
meeting and present a seminar on their research. 

Awardees are selected by the President in conjunction with members of Council based on membership 
recommendations. They receive travel, hotel, food, complimentary registration and an honorarium of 
$1,000. 

The Award was named for the late Arthur C. Guyton, University of Mississippi, a well-known researcher, 
educator, author, and long-time department chair. He was the only person to be awarded both the 
ACDP Outstanding Teaching Award and the ACDP Distinguished Service Award. 

Awardees: 
 
2016 Monika R. Fleshner, Ph.D. 
 University of Colorado at Boulder 
 

2015 Leslie Leinwand, Ph.D. 
 University of Colorado at Boulder 
 

2014 Gordon S. Mitchell, Ph.D. 
 University of Florida (formerly University of Wisconsin, Madison) 
 

2013 José Jalife, M.D. 
 University of Michigan 
 

2012 Irena Levitan, Ph.D. 
 University of Illinois at Chicago 
 

2011 Paul A. Welling, M.D. 
 University of Maryland 
 

2010 Ferid Murad, M.D., Ph.D. 
 University of Texas, Houston 
 

2009 Helen H. Hobbs, M.D. 
 University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 
  

2008 Eric Olson, Ph.D. 
 University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center  
 



2007 H. Lee Sweeney, Ph.D. 
University of Pennsylvania 
 

 



Association of Chairs of Departments of Physiology 
Distinguished Service Award 

 

 

The ACDP Distinguished Service Award is presented annually to someone who has given long 
and illustrious service to ACDP, physiology as a discipline, and/or the field of science in general.  

The awardee is selected by the President in consultation with ACDP Council. Awardees receive 
all-expenses paid trip to the annual ACDP meeting. 

The award was formally known as the Outstanding Teaching Award but in 1978 its focus and 
name were expanded to the current Distinguished Service Award.  

Distinguished Service Awardees: 
 
2016 Susan Barman, Ph.D. 
 Michigan State University 
 

2015    John E. Hall, Ph.D. 
 University of Mississippi Medical Center 
 

2014    Michael J. Joyner, M.D. 
 Mayo Clinic 
 

2013   Allen W. Cowley, Jr., Ph.D. 
 Medical College of Wisconsin 
 

2012 Ernest M. Wright, Ph.D., D.Sc. 
 University of California, Los Angeles 
 

2011 R. John Solaro, Ph.D. 
 University of Illinois, Chicago 
 

2010 John A. Williams, M.D., Ph.D. 
 University of Michigan 
 

2009 Phyllis M. Wise, Ph.D. 
 University of Washington 
 

2008 Irving H. Zucker, Ph.D. 
 University of Nebraska Medical Center 
 

2007 William H. Dantzler, M.D., Ph.D. 
 University of Arizona 
 

 
 



2006 Antonio Scarpa, M.D., Ph.D. 
 National Institutes of Health 
 

2005 No awardee – joint meeting with AAMC  
 

2004 Daniel C. Tosteson, M.D. 
 Harvard Medical School 
 

2003 L. Gabriel Navar, Ph.D. 
 Tulane University 
 

2002 Gabor Kaley, Ph.D. 
 New York Medical College 
 

2001 Mordecai P. Blaustein, M.D. 
 University of Maryland School of Medicine 
 

2000 Paul C. Johnson, Ph.D. 
 University of Arizona School of Medicine 
 

1999 F. Norman Briggs, Ph.D. 
 Medical College of Virginia 
 

1998 Norman R. Alpert, Ph.D. 
 University of Vermont College of Medicine 
 

1997 Carlton C. Hunt, M.D. 
 Washington University School of Medicine 
 

1996 Arthur C. Guyton, M.D. 
 University of Mississippi Medical Center 
 

1995 Aubrey E. Taylor, Ph.D. 
 University of South Alabama College of Medicine 
 

1994 Stanley G. Schultz, M.D. 
 University of Texas, Houston Medical School 
 

1993 Edward J. Masoro, Ph.D. 
 University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio 
 

1992 Gerhard H. Giebisch, M.D. 
 Yale University 
 

1991  None 
 

1990 John T. Shepherd, M.D. 
 Mayo Clinic & Foundation 
 

1989 Walter C. Randall, Ph.D. 
 Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine 
 

1988 William F. Ganong, M.D. 
 University of California, San Francisco 
 

http://www.the-aps.org/publications/journals/tphys/2002html/Feb02/index.htm
http://www.the-aps.org/publications/journals/tphys/2001html/February01/ACDP%20News.htm
http://www.acdponline.org/Awardees/briggs.pdf
http://www.acdponline.org/Awardees/alpert.pdf
http://www.acdponline.org/Awardees/hunt.pdf
http://www.acdponline.org/Awardees/guyton.pdf


1987 Howard E. Morgan, M.D. 
 Pennsylvania State University Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 
 

1986 Horace Davenport, Ph.D., Sc.D. 
 University of Michigan Medical School 
 

1985 A. Clifford Barger, M.D. 
 Harvard University Medical School 
 

1984 Harry D. Patton, M.D., Ph.D. 
 University of Washington School of Medicine 
 

1983 Ernst Knobil, Ph.D. 
 University of Texas Medical School 
 

1982 Hermann Rahn, Ph.D. 
 University of Buffalo 
 

1981 Robert Berliner, M.D. 
 Yale University School of Medicine 
 

1980 George Sayers, Ph.D. 
 Case Western Reserve University 
 

1979 Ewald E. Seikurt, Ph.D. 
 Indiana University School of Medicine 
 

1978 William F. Ganong, M.D. 
 University of California, San Francisco 
 
Outstanding Teaching Awardees 
 
1977 C. Ladd Prosser, Ph.D. 
 University of Illinois, Urbana 
 

1976 Robert M. Berne, M.D. 
 Western Reserve University 
 

1975 Arthur C. Guyton, M.D. 
 University of Mississippi Medical Center 
 

1974 Julius H. Comroe, M.D. 
 University of California, San Francisco 
 

1973 Maurice Visscher, M.D., Ph.D. 
 University of Minnesota 
 

1972 Robert F. Pitts, M.D., Ph.D. 
 Cornell University 
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